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Purpose 
The purpose of the Boy Scouts of America—incorporated on February 
8, 1910, and chartered by Congress in 1916—is to provide an educa-
tional program for boys and young adults to build character, to train in 
the responsibilities of participating citizenship, and to develop personal 
fitness. 

 

Char tered Organizations 
Community-based organizations receive national charters to use the 
Scouting program as a part of their own youth work. These groups, 
which have goals compatible with those of the BSA, include religious, 
educational, civic, fraternal, business, and labor organizations; govern-
mental bodies; corporations; professional associations; and citizens' 
groups. 

 

Programs 
 
Tiger  Cubs is a family- and home-centered program that encourages 
the ethical decision-making skills for first-grade (or 7-year old) boys. 
These boys participate in the program with their adult partners. The 
program emphasizes shared leadership, learning about the community, 
and family understanding. 
 
Cub Scouts is a family- and home-centered program that develops ethi-
cal decision-making skills for boys in the second through fifth grade (or 
who are 8, 9, and 10 years old). Activities emphasize character develop-
ment, citizenship training, and personal fitness. 
 
 

Webelos Scouts is a family- and home-centered program that develops 
ethical decision-making skills for fourth and fifth grade (or 10-year old) 
boys. Webelos scouts participate in more advanced activities that begin 
to prepare them to become Boy Scouts. 
 
Boy Scouting A program for boys 11 through 17 designed to achieve 
the aims of Scouting through a vigorous outdoor program and peer 
group leadership with the counsel of an adult Scoutmaster. (Boys also 
may become Boy Scouts if they have earned the Arrow of Light Award 
or have completed the fifth grade.) 
 
Varsity Scouting An active, exciting program for young men 14 
through 17 built around five program fields of emphasis: advancement, 
high adventure, personal development, service, and special programs 
and events. 
 
Ventur ing A program for young men and women who are 14 (and have 
completed the eighth grade) through 20 years of age to provide positive 
experiences through exciting and meaningful youth-run activities that 
help them pursue their special interests, grow by teaching others, and 
develop leadership skills. 

 

Volunteer Leaders 
Volunteer adult leaders serve at all levels of Scouting in more than 300 
local councils, 28 areas, and four regions, and nationally with volunteer 
executive boards and committees providing guidance. 
Each autonomous local council is chartered by the BSA, which pro-
vides program and training aids along the guidelines established by the 
National Executive Board and the national charter from Congress. 
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Friends of Scouting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial resources for the local council (the local nonprofit corporation 
chartered by the National Council) come from an annual Friends of Scout-
ing (FOS) campaign, local United Ways, foundation grants, special events, 
project sales, investment income, trust funds, bequests, and gifts of real and 
personal property. 
These funds provide for professional staff supervision, organization of new 
Scouting units, service for existing units, training of volunteer leaders, and 
maintenance of council camps. They also finance the operation of the local 
council service center, where volunteer leaders can obtain literature, insig-
nia, advancement badges, and other items vital to the program. In addition, 
the service center maintains advancement and membership records. 
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Who Pays for Scouting? 

Youth Members 

Assisted by their parents or guardians, boys in Cub Scouting, Boy Scouting, and Var-
sity Scouting and young men and women in Venturing pay their share from personal 
savings and participation in money-earning projects. 
Members buy their own uniforms, handbooks, and personal equipment and pay their 
own camp fees. 

Packs, Troops, Teams, and Posts 

Weekly or monthly dues and funds from approved money-earning projects meet ex-
penses for supplies and activities in the Cub Scout pack, Boy Scout troop, Varsity 
Scout team, and Venturer crew. These monies help pay for camping equipment, regis-
tration fees, Boys' Life magazine, uniform insignia, special activities, and program 
materials. 

Community Organizations 

Each chartered organization using the Scouting program provides a meeting place and 
adult volunteer leadership for its BSA unit(s). The chartered organization and local 
council must approve unit money-earning projects before the launch of the project. 
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Quality Eyecare is 
Our Promise 

 
Experience a level of quality and service you expect, but 
sadly never realize.  Lifetime Eyecare offers a level of quality 
of service in everything we do, including: 

Comprehensive Vision & Eye Health Exams 
Complete Eyeglass Services 
Complete Contact Lens Services including custom and 

bifocal contact lenses 
Treatment of Eye Diseases 
Consultant for Laser Vision (Lasik) 
Treatment of Computer Eyestrain 

 
In addition to the services you should expect from any eye 
care professional, we also offer these exciting features: 

Two-Year Frame and Lens Warranty 
Huge Selection of Eyewear in All Price Ranges 
Guaranteed Contact Lens Success Program 
Daily, Evening and Weekend Hours 
Convenient Payment Plans Available 
Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

www.LifetimeEyecare.biz 

  
Dr. Robert P. Mingrone, Optometrist 

      28 Huntington Plaza                    153 Saw Mill Road 
   Shelton    West Haven 

925-8515    934-1400 






