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Contact the Area Director 
If you have any questions, comments, issues, trou-
bles, concerns, inquiries, notes, suggestions, prob-
lems, or compliments, please feel free to contact 
me at any time of the year: 
 
William J. Schmitt 
Area Director 
Brownsea Island Program 
Strang Scout Reservation 
firstyear@schmittnet.com 
203-828-0272 
 

Contacting Your Son at Camp 
We highly discourage talking directly with campers 
if suffering from home-sickness as it generally ex-
ponentially increases the effects, but of course, 
other correspondence with your son is encouraged. 
Mailing address for your son should be written as 
follows: 
[Camperôs Name] 
[Troop Number] 
[Campsite Name] 
C/O Strang Scout Reservation 
278 West Side Pond Road 
Goshen, CT 06756 
 

Contacting the Camp 
If you ever need to contact the camp please call 
the camp office here: 
860-491-2770 
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Resources 
Refer to these sources for additional information: 
 
Boy Scout Official Handbook, 12th Edition, 2010 
 
Boy Scout Official Rank Requirements, 2010 
 
Strang Scout Reservation Brownsea Island Program 2010 
Participant Guide 
 
Strang Scout Reservation 2010 Camp Brochure 
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A Note From the Director: 
 I am pleased that you, as parents and/or leaders of 
relatively-new scouts, are interested in enrolling, or have 
enrolled, your boy or boys in the First Year Camper 
Program offered at Camp Strang. It is my job to see out that 
your Scout has an incredible time at summer camp, while 
learning an extensive amount of handy skills, most of which 
I, myself, still use on a daily basis. The skills taught in the 
program are not only useful, but fun when instructed 
correctly. My staff and I believe in and focus on this to such 
an extent that everyone has an awesome time including not 
only the campers but us, the staff, as well. A happy camper 
group is directly resultant of our devotion and enjoyment. 
 In the program, your Scout will develop values that, 
among others, include the twelve points of the Scout Law. 
Including the Patrol Method into the experience, Scouts 
work together in the accomplishment of their own skills and 
goals while they cook, orienteer, or perform other Scout-
skills together to achieve their objectives, whether it be to 
create a meal or to navigate terrain using a compass and 
other methods. 
 Kids, who have gone through this program under my 
direction have come out as developed scouts with 
enhanced character, skill, and value. They love the time 
they spent at Strang and are set straight along the course to 
the Rank of Eagle Scout. They enjoy themselves and see 
themselves as servants to their community and strive to do 
their best in all of their endeavors. The Brownsea Island 
experience, modeled on the first Scouting experience under 
the guidance of Lord Baden-Powell at Brownsea Island, 
England, provides an excellent experience and opportunity 
for young Scouts just beginning their trail to Eagle. 
 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
 
 
William "Schmitty" Schmitt 
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Testimonials 
"In August of 1907, the founder of Scouting, Lord Robert 
Baden-Powell, held the very first experimental Scout camp 
on Brownsea Island for 22 boys from differing social back-
grounds.  The boys took part in activities such as camping, 
observation, woodcraft, chivalry, lifesaving and patriotism. 
Following this successful camp, Baden-Powell published 
his first book on Scouting, "Scouting for Boys," and his new 
movement spread throughout the world like wildfire. 
Especially now, with the difficult challenges facing our chil-
dren,  parents want their sons to grow into responsible 
young men. Boy Scout summer camp is the perfect vehicle 
to help achieve this goal, and the Brownsea Island program 
offers a nearby quality Scout experience run by an experi-
enced staff.  In our program, boys have FUN while earning 
merit badges and learning the basic principles of Scouting.  
At the Edmund D. Strang Scout Reservation, the one hun-
dred year old tradition begun by our founder, Lord Baden-
Powell, continues........" 
 -Richard Marano, Sr., President, Housatonic Council 
 
 
"Strang Scout Reservation's First Year Camper program is 
under the direction of a very enthusiastic, dedicated and 
well trained staff. The program provides a perfect learning 
environment for new scouts to have fun while developing 
the outdoor skills and building the self confidence required 
for successfully advancing to Eagle Scout rank. I highly rec-
ommend Strang Scout Reservationôs First Year Camper 
program for all new scouts." 
 -Randy Ritter, Scoutmaster, Troop 3, Derby 
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Staff Member Biographies 
 
About Will SchmittðDirector 

Will is an Eagle Scout from Troop 65 of Oxford, CT. 
He still actively participates in the troop as well as 
Crew 65. He is the former Lodge Chief and is a Vigil 
Honor-holding member of Paugassett Lodge, the 
local group of the Order of the Arrow (Scouting's 
National Honor Society) in Housatonic Council. 
Besides enjoying doing service and working 
tirelessly in the Boy Scout 
program, he also works as a 

Level I-certified ski instructor at Otis Ridge Ski 
Area in Otis, Massachusetts. He skis all the 
time and occasionally breaks out a snowboard 
for a little while. 
 
A graduate of Notre Dame High School of West Haven, Will just 
completed his first year at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
where he is pursuing a Bachelorôs Degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and a minor in Sustainability Studies. 

 

About Tom JohnsonðInstructor 
Tom Johnson is an Eagle Scout from Troop 28 in Shelton, 
CT.  He has worked at camp since he 
was 15 and a CIT here at Camp 

Strang.  Aside from being 
involved in camp and boy 
scouts, Tom has been 
involved with cross country 
and track, and loves playing 
sports and keeping 
active.  He graduated from Shelton High School this 
year and will be attending UCONN in the fall to 

major in chemistry.  
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About Kyle CasiglioðInstructor 

Kyle Casiglio is an Eagle Scout from Troop 28 in 
Shelton, CT. This will be Kyle's fourth year on the 
ESSR staff. Outside of Scouting, Kyle was the 

captain of Shelton's cross 
country and outdoor track 
teams, and will be attending 
Lesley University next fall 
where he plans to study 
secondary education in order to become a 
history teacher.  

 
About Vinny RecineðInstructor 
Vincent Recine is a Life Scout from Troop 65 of Seymour/Oxford, 
CT. This is Vinnnyôs first year as 
ESSR staff. Outside of Scouting, 
Vincent was a part of Student Council 
and currently attends Seymour High 
School. Upon graduating high school, 
he plans to attend ITT Technical 
Institute to start a career in carpentry. 
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Proposed Schedule to be used (effective: Week 1, Summer 2010) 

The first year camper schedule is formatted to meet these general principles: 
�x�� Have as few patrols as possible in the site at once 
�x�� No two patrols working on the same topic at the same time so resources can be shared 
appropriately (e.g.: Totinô Chit and Fire Building, etc.) 

�x�� Topics advanced in a progressive order so later topics build on skills learned in earlier topics 
(e.g.: Totinô Chit taken prior to fire building, etc.) 

�x�� Topics advanced in a logical order (e.g.: Fire Building immediately preceding Cooking) 


